
 
DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON, DC  20511 

January 5, 2010 
 

Statement by the Director of National Intelligence 
Mr. Dennis C. Blair 

 
The Intelligence Community received the President’s message today – we got it, and we are 
moving forward to meet the new challenges.  The system did not catch Umar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab and prevent him from boarding an airliner and entering the United States.  We 
must be able to stop such attempts.    
 
The Intelligence Community has made considerable progress in developing collection and 
analysis capabilities and improving collaboration, but we need to strengthen our ability to stop 
new tactics such as the efforts of individual suicide terrorists.  The threat has evolved, and we 
need to anticipate new kinds of attacks and improve our ability to stay ahead of them and protect 
America. 
 
We can and we must outthink, outwork and defeat the enemy’s new ideas.  The Intelligence 
Community will do that as directed by the President, working closely with our nation’s entire 
national security team.  
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