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B L ct's getstarted. |was going to say good morhing, but good
afternoon. This is a transcribed interview of Mr. Corey Lewandowski. Thank you
for speaking to us today. My name is ||} } R ' 2" I here at the
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence for the majority. There are a
number of other members and staffers that will introduce themselves as the
proceedings get underway.

But before we begin, | wanted to state a few things for the record. The
questioning will be conducted by members and staff. During the course of this
interview, members and staff may ask questions during their allotted time period.
Some questions may seem basic, but that is because we need to clearly establish
facts and understand the situation. Please do not assume we know any facts you
have previously disclosed as part of any other investigation or review. This
interview will be conducted at the unclassified level. We ask that you give
complete and fulsome replies to questions based on your best recollections. If a
question is unclear or you are uncertain in your response, please let us know. And
if you do not know the answer to a question or cannot remember, simply say so.
You are entitled to have counsel present for you during this interview, and | see that
you have retained one. At this time, if counsel could please state his or her name
for the record.

MR. CHAVKIN: Peter Chavkin, C-h-a-v-k-i-n, of Mince Levin (ph).

B hank you. The interview will be transcribed. There is a
reporter making a record of these proceedings so we can easily consult a
compilation of your answers later. Because the reporter cannot record gestures,
we ask that you answer verbally. If you forget to do this, you may be reminded to

do so. You may also be asked to spell certain terms or unusual phrases.
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Consistent with the committee's rules and procedures, you and your counsel, upon
request, will have a reasonable opportunity to inspect the transcript of this interview
in order to determine whether your answers were correctly transcribed. The
transcript will remain in the committee's custody, and the committee reserves the
right to request your return for additional questions should the need arise. The
process for the interview will be as follows: The minority will be given 45 minutes to
ask questions, and the majority will be given 45 minutes to ask guestions.
Immediately thereafter, we will take a 5-minute break and break at any time during
the proceedings that you desire, after which time, the minority will be given

15 minutes to ask questions and then the majority will be given 15 minutes to ask
questions. These 15-mir;ute intervals will continue until questioning has been
exhausted by all sides. Time limits for the rounds will be kept by myself, and
warnings will be giveh at the 5- and 1-minute marks, respectively. To ensure
confidentiality, we ask that you do not discuss the interview with anyone other than
your attorney. You are reminded that it is unlawful to deliberately provide false
information to Members of Congresslor staff. Lastly, the record will reflect that you
are voluntarily participating in this interview, which will be under oath.

Mr. Lewandowski, if you could raise your right hand and be sworn, sir. Do
you swear or affirm the testimony you are about to give is the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | do.

B Thankyou. And justareminder for both counsel and witness,
if you would just make sure the talk button is on so the reporter and all the folks in
the room can hear you.

Mr. Chairman, over to you for opening remarks.
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MR. ROONEY: Thanks JilllR

Mr. Lewandowski, thank you for coming in today to help us look into Russian
active measures during the 2006 election cycle. Our scope here, as R
mentioned, is not of a _criminal nature, it is of an inquiry to write a report for the
Intelligence Community to see what happened during the last election cycle and
whether or not the Intelligence Community can do a better job in making sure that, if
the Russians were successful in any way in affecting our election process, that we
are able to write a report to the Intelligence Community, that we oversee, to try to do
a better job. And whatever insight that you can lend to us with regard to things that
you may have seen during that campaign is extremely appreciated.

So, with that, | will turn it over to the minority and Ms.‘Speier for her
45 minutes.

MS. SPEIER: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Lewandowski, thank you. Welcome. You have appeared voluntarily.
We appreciate that. If we are unable to exhaust all of our questions during the time
we have allotted today, it might be necessary to bring you back. Would you agree
to come back?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Yes.

MS. SPEIER: Thank you. | understand that you have not provided us with
any document production as requested in the committee's letter. | also understand
that your counsel informed my staff that you turned in your cell phone and laptop
when you left the campaign. While we have obtained some of your emails from the
campaign, we have not received any text messages or other communications. Do
you have a personal email account?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | do have a personal email account, yes.

UNCLASSIFIED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

PROPERTY OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES



UNCLASSIFIED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

MS. SPEIER: How many?
MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | have, if it relates to my tenure during the campaign,
one personal email account.

MS. SPEIER: And can you give us that email address?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: The email address |
L

MS. SPEIER: Have you conducted a search of that account for any emails
sent related to campaign activities or other activities relevant to this investigation?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | did receive the letter, looked at the parameters of
what the request was, did a search of my email as well as my phone messages, text
messages, and found nothing that | had. Everything was done, to the best of my
knowledge, on my work email, which was turned over to the campaign on my last
day.

MS. SPEIER: Did you text during the campaign?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | did.

MS. SPEIER: And did you check your text account?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | did.

MS. SPEIER: And how would we get access to those?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: So | found no documents that would be relevant or
asked for by this committee that would have appeared in a text message.

MS. SPEIER: Allright. Do you have a personal cell phone?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: 1 do.

MS. SPEIER: How many do you have?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: One.

MS. SPEIER: Have you conducted a search of your phone records as well?
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MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | have.

MS. SPEIER: And you have provided the committee with everything we
need in that regard?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Everything the committee has asked for | have
provided, yes, ma'am.

MS. SPEIER: Have you ever used WhatsApp, Signal Telegram, Snapchat,
Twitter, other messaging apps, other social media platforms?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | have.

MS. SPEIER: And you have conducted a search of those platforms for
messages related to your campaign activities?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | have.

MS. SPEIER: And you have found nothing in those various accounts that
are relevant to this committee's investigation?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Thatis correct.

MS. SPEIER: Have you been interviewed by other congressional
committees investigating Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. election?

MR. CHAVKIN: Congressman Speier, we are, out of respect to this
committee and any other entity that is investigating, we are not confirming any other
inquiries by any other entity. And as | understood from your parameters, that is
something that you all respect. If | may quote, "The committee's inquiry will not,
however, impede any ongoing investigation," period, end quote. So it's our view
that even disclosing the fact of an interview --

MS. SPEIER: Impedes it?

MR. CHAVKIN: Could. Could. We know that others have said

that -- involved in those entities. | should be clear: We are not here at the
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request -- we are not making this declination at the request of any of the
investigative bodies, but we do understand that some of the investigative bodies do
appreciate the fact of confidentiality.

MS. SPEIER: Okay. In some respects, we are already aware of others
that have sought your interviews, but we will move on. You were an early arrival on
the Trump campaign, were you not?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | was.

MS. SPEIER: When did you first meet then Donald Trump, and how did you
come to work on his Presidential campaign?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | believe the first time | met Mr. Trump would have
been in April of 2014 at an event | was hosting in New Hampshire, where we had
asked for a series of potential Presidential candidates to come to the State and
address a group of activists. | think that was April of 2014. Subsequently,
approximately November or December of 2014, | was asked by a mutual friend if |
would have an interest in going to meet with then Mr. Trump to discuss with him a
potential Presidential race.

MS. SPEIER: Who was that mutual friend?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: David Bossie of Citizen United.

MS. SPEIER: Did then-candidate Trump or noncandidate Trump participate
in that New Hampshire event?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: He did.

MS. SPEIER: So when did you officially join the campaign?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI!: | interviewed with then Mr. Trump in January
of 2015, where | was hired during the initial meeting with Mr. Trump. And | don't

think it was a legal campaign entity until some 90 or 120 days later.
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MS. SPEIER: Were you surprised that he was willing to hire you to run a
national Presidential campaign?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: No.

MS..SPEIER: So your title was campaign manager, was it not?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: It was.

MS. SPEIER: So it was really at the very early stages, as you pointed out.
It had not yet even been identified as an official campaign with the FEC. s that
correct?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Yes,itis.

MS. SPEIER: So there was no fundraising done during those early months?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: No, ma'am.

MS. SPEIER: What were you told would be your responsibility as campaign
manager? |

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: When | initially started with Mr. Trump, my title was
not campaign manager; it was senior political adviser, because there was no
campaign entity. And my responsibilities at the time were to design a series of
opportunities for Mr. Trump to go out and speak in the three early States, specifically
lowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina, to gauge the interest of him formally
launching a campaign.

MS. SPEIER: So it wasn't clear at that point in time that he would definitely
run for President.

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Correct.

MS. SPEIER: And were you housed in the Trump Tower at that time?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: The office was in Trump Tower, yes.

'MS. SPEIER: And is that where your office was?
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MR. LEWANDOWSKI: My office was in Trump Tower, yes.

MS. SPEIER: So who did you report to?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | reported to Mr. Trump.

MS. SPEIER: So were you talking to him on a daily basis?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Yes, | was.

MS. SPEIER: How many times a day would you say?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Each day would be different. In particular, the early
parts of my tenure with him was less interaction than my latter parts. So, you know,
in the middle of a campaign | might talk to him a hundred times a day. At the
beginning of the campaign or the beginning of my tenure with Mr. Trump, | may
speak to him once, because he was still completely focused on running The Trump
Organization at the time.

MS. SPEIER: So when did he actually get seriously engaged in the
campaign? | mean when he was spending more than 60 percent of his time on the
campaign versus The Trump Organization?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: We formally launched the campaign on Jbune 16th of
2015. So | would think that sometime in the -- to the best of my recollection -- April
or May of that year is when we started to do more significant travel and decided that
there was an opportunity for him to get into the race. |

MS. SPEIER: When you did communicate with him, was it typically in
person, by phone, email?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Either in person or on the telephone.

MS. SPEIER: When was the last time you talked to the President?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | spoke to the President yesterday.

MS. SPEIER: And did you talk about your testimony here today?
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MR. CHAVKIN: Congresswoman Speier, it's Mr. Lewandowski's view,
which | share, obviously, that conversations with the President in recent times are
not within the parameters of this inquiry. And as we understood it from the letter
that we received for the interview of December 22, this interview is going to cover
topics that are listed in thét December 22 letter, including Russian cyber activities
directed against the 2016 U.S. election, potential links between Russia and
individuals associated with political campaigns, and the U.S. Government's
response to these Russian active measures, and related leaks of classified
information. That is a direct quote from the December 22 letter. And it's Mr.
Lewandowski's view, and mine, that we did not prepare for anything outside of these
parameters. So, if you wish, at another time we can address those, but not -- those
questions that you are proposing, but not today.

MR. SCHIFF: Counsel, this question is well within the parameters of our
investigation. If the President was counseling this witness as to what he ought to
say vis-a-vis the Russia investigation, obviously, that is something this committee
needs to know. So itis directly pertinent. There is no privilege to be asserted
here, either by Mr. Lewandowski or by the President. So he is going to have to
answer the question.

MR. CHAVKIN: Well, Congressman Schiff, as | described, we don't
consider that question to be within these parameters. And as | said, you know, with
respect to our preparing for those kinds of questions, we are prepared to come back
at another time, but not today.

MR. SCHIFF: Well, Counsel, first of all, it's clearly within the parameters,
because if they discussed the Russia investigation, then it's obviously within the

scope of our investigation. But, second, it's not your determination as to what the
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scope of our questions is; that's our determination. Are you saying that your client's
going to refuse to answer the question? |

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: My conversation with the President didn't pertain to
the committee's request.

MR. SCHIFF: Did you discuss your testimony here with the President?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: My conversation with the President yesterday did
not pertain to anything to do with the committee or the committee's request.

MR. SCHiFF: Well, you are not answering my question, so | am going to
presume that it did unless you say otherwise.

MR. CHAVKIN: Can you give us a couple of minutes?

MR. ROONEY: Counsel, | believe -- are we inside 10 minutes with the
vote? Does anybody know? So we have to vote. So maybe this would be a
good time to take a recess until we get back, if that's okay with you.

MR. CHAVKIN: Perfectly okay.

MR. ROONEY: Let's go on recess until we get back from votes.

[Recess.]

MR. ROONEY: Okay. We will go back on the record. | think Ms. Speier
had the time. | have no idea now.

I hopefully, you have tracked where we are at.

I You have 30 minutes, ma'am.

MS. SPEIER: As we leftit, | think we were in a dispute as to whether or not
Mr. Lewandowski was going to answer our queétions. And you wanted to take a
recess. lIs that correct?

MR. CHAVKIN: Thatis.

MS. SPEIER: And did you come to any conclusion in that recess?
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MR. CHAVKIN: We did, Congresswoman. Our view is that Mr.
Lewandowski is here voluntarily to answer any and all of your questions relevant to
the stated parameters while he ran the campaign for what was then-candidate
Trump. We meticulously prepared for that period. And that is for Mr.
Lewandowski's tenure during the campaign for what he heard and what he
observed during that period. | disagree with Congressman Schiff about the nature
of the inquiry based on the parameters. But whether or not he is right or | am right,
we were not prepared for questions in the post-campaign manager period. So he
is, as | want to reiterate, he is here today voluntarily; he is here and prepared to
answer every single question you have for the period while he was -- that is while
Mr. Lewandowski was campaign manager.

MR. SCHIFF: Ms. Speier, would you mind?

MS. SPEIER: | certainly will yield.

MR. SCHIFF: Counsel, did someone on the committee lead you to believe
that you wouldn't be asked questioné apart from the campaign period?

MR. CHAVKIN: Well, let me, if | may, Congressman Schiff, the letter that |
referred to before, which came from the commfttee, dated December 22 --

MR. SCHIFF: Counsel, | am familiar with the letter.

MR. CHAVKIN: Okay. Well, it specifically talks about those parameters.
It does not talk about how the committee is conducting its investigation or --

MR. SCHIFF: So no one from the committee represented that you would
only be asked to answer questions about conversations or meetings that took place
during the campaign. If there were conversations or meetings that took place after
the campaign that are pertinent to the investigation, nobody told you you wouldn't be

asked those questions, did they?
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Counsel?

MR. CHAVKIN: What | would say, Congressman Schiff, is that that issue
just didn't come up.

MR. SCHIFF: Okay. So we ran into this situation yesterday. We issued a
subpoena in real time, which | will recommend we do if -

MR. ROONEY: Before we go there and start talking about that, with regard
to this witness versus yesterday's witness, this witness was asked to come here to
talk about his job in the campaign last year and any relevant information he has
which would help this committee write its report. He has the letter, which asked
him to come and do so in that capacity. His attorney has testified that he is not
prepared to testify to anything that was outside of the letter, whether he talked to
somebody on the staff here or a member or whatever, what we wrote in the letter to
ask him to come testify to, Mr. Schiff, and | just recall something that you did before
we recessed, when Mr. Lewandowski answered the question that his phone call
with the President yesterday didn't have anything to do with this investigation, to
which you responded, "so you are refusing to answer the question," it seemed to me
that he answered the question, but you, and | would like to ask you, because | am
confused, as is easily done, that anything that we talk about with these witnesses on
this committee is not to be discussed outside the parameters of this room and
unless the witness refuses to answer. So it seems to me convenient that you
interpreted his response as a nonresponse so you are able to talk about it once we
leave this room. And if that's the case, then, basically, we can just, if we are not
satisfied with any answer, we can say that the witness, whatever witness, is not
responding.

I would like to know what exactly the agreement was with the majority on
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what can be discussed outside of this room with regard to what a witness testifies or
does not testify to.

MR. SCHIFF: Mr. Rooney, first of all, and | can ask the reporter to read back
my questions if you would like. You are not characterizing my questions --

MR. ROONEY: Then characterize it.

MR. SCHIFF: My comment and question was, did you discuss with the
President yesterday anything pertaining to your testimony today? We have a right
to know whether this witness was counseled by the President as to what his
testimony should be.

MR. ROONEY: Right. And | heard him to say that | did not talk to the
President about this committee's proceedings today, to which you said --

MR. SCHIFF: No. No. That's not what he said. What he said was: |
didn't discuss the parameters of the investigation.

He did not answer the question about whether his conversation dealt with his
testimony today.

MR. ROONEY: | amconfused. |don't understand how one thing can be
separate from the other.

MR. SCHIFF: |don't think it can be.

MR. ROONEY: That's exactly my point. We can literally sit here and parse
words until we are blue.

MR. SCHIFF: Mr. Rooney, reclaiming our time.

MR. ROONEY: [ think we are off the clock right now.

MR. SCHIFF: |don't think it can be. But the withess was suggesting that
he could distinguish between something that was a very literal interpretation of the

parameters of the investigation and a conversation with the President where they
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discussed his testimony. | don't think you can distinguish between the two, but the
impression was that he was distinguishing. So there is no privilege here. It could
be clearly relevant.

MR. ROONEY: |don't think that he was claiming one.

MR. SCHIFF: Okay. Well, we can ask him again.

MR. GOWDY: | actually think it's a little clearer than that. | actually think
the question is relevant. [f there was a conversation yesterday about something
that took place during the campaign, of course, it can be asked. There is no

| question that's relevant. It's also equally apparent to me that the witness and the
counselor had a different interpretation of the letter. Therefore, they are not
prepared to answer it. They have already said they will come back. There has
been no invocation of privilege. He's happy to answer what he did prepare for, and
then he will come back and answer the things he did not prepare for. | don't think
that's unreasonable. We read the letter differently.

I think if you had a conversation yesterday about what you did during the
campaign, that's fair game. But his lawyer didn't prep him for that.

MR. SCHIFF: With due respect, Mr. Gowdy, this is the exact situation we
had yesterday.

MR. ROONEY: Itis not. Itis not at all.

MR. SCHIFF: lItis, because the witness yesterday said they were not
prepared to discuss anything after the campaign. And if we wanted them to
diséuss in the campaign, they were going to have to go back to the White House
and --

MR. KING: That's not true.

MR. GOWDY: Adam, the witness yesterday wouldn't discuss things during
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the transition, during his time at the White House, or afterward. | don't think it's fair
to Mr. Lewandowski to compare him to what Steve Bannon did yesterday.

MR. SCHIFF: | believe counsel just said he is prepared to answer questions
during the campaign period but not thereafter, which is exactly the same -

MR. GOWDY: Because he didn't prep his witness for it, Adam.

MR. SCHIFF: And, likewise, the explanation we had yesterday was they
were not prepared to answer those questions, they had not discussed that issue
with the White House.

MR. ROONEY: Can | ask a clarifying? Mr. Lewandowski, did you work in
the White House?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: No, sir.

MR. ROONEY: Okay. There's the difference. Steve Bannon worked in
the White House.

MR. SCHIFF: Mr. Rooney, there's one important distinction between
yesterday and today, and that is staff on the committee yesterday led the witness to
believe they would not be asked about things after the campaign. That's a problem
of the committee. That's why | asked this counsel whether committee staff similarly
misrepresented the questions that would be asked today, and his answer was no.

MR. ROONEY: |don't know anything about that. But before we get too off
the rails here, can we take the answer that Mr. Lewandowski gave Ms. Speier with
regard to what the phone call was or was not about yesterday with the President and
then try to get back on track to what he is actually prepared for? As Mr. Gowdy
said, if there's questions about things that happened when he was a private citizen
and his conversations with the President after he left the campaign and after he

went into the private practice, if we want to tell him that those things are going to be
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asked too, then we will have to bring him back. But to sit here and just continually
ask questions that he is going to refuse to answer because he is not prepared, just
so those things are fair game out in the media, | think is a pretty sorry state of affairs
of this committee. Let's get the information from this witness that we know that we
can get, and then if we have to readju'st fire and come back again, let's do that then.
But to sit here, we are now 10 minutes into this debate over one question.

MR. SCHIFF: This isn't an insignificant question.

MR. ROONEY: | am not saying -

MR. SCHIFF: You have the President of the United States in conversation
with the witness the day before he comes to testify. That is not an insignificant
matter.

MR. ROONEY: And he answered it.

MR. SCHIFF: Well, let's ask him again.

MR. KING: Will the gentleman yield on that, though? | think it's unfair to
put this in the same category as Bannon. Bannon said he would not testify
yesterday, today, or tomorrow unless the White House said he could. That was
what he was saying yesterday. Mr. Lewandowski has not said that. He has not
said that anyone in the White House told him not to testify. He has not said he
won't testify. He just said he is not prepared to testify today. To me, if he is
offering to come back another day, he is really being very generous. |thinkit's
unfair, especially if it goes out before the media, that somehow Lewandowski is the
same as Steve Bénnon. That's just not true.

MR. SCHIFF: You know what | think is a disservice to our investigation is if
we are going to take the position that a witness can come into this committee room

and say, "Well, | wasn't really prepared to answer questions that are relevant to the
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investigation that took place after | left the campaign, even if they concern the
campaign, even if they concern" --

MR. KING: _Hé said he‘is willing to come back and testify. He is willing to
come back.

MR. ROONEY: Adam, if we write witnesses a letter saying, "This is what
you are going to be asked about," and we ask them something different, then
nobody's going to come in here --

MR. SCHIFF: We are not going ask them something different. Where
does it say in that letter that the questions will be confined to conversations that took
place during the campaign, even if they took place after the campaign and are
relevant to the campaign?

MR. KING: What is your problem with him coming back again if he is willing
to come back?

MR. GOWDY: Adam, his lawyer gave him counsel that you and | happen to
disagree with. That's what happened. His lawyer gave him counsel that he relied
upon that you and | happen to disagree with. | think all the lawyer and the witness
are asking is: Let me do what | was prepared for. | will come back and do the rest
of it, but I am not prepared to do it today.

If you want to blame somebody, blame the damn lawyer, but don't blame the
withess. |

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | agree.

MR. SCHIFF: With all due respect to my colleagues, if we are going to take
the position that a witness can come into the committee and say, "l am not going to
answer relevant questions because | am not prepared," and we are okay with that

and we will let them leave and maybe they will come back and maybe they won't, |
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think that's a terrible precedent to set. You are in the majority. You can set that
precedent if you like.

But let me ask you this: If the situation was reversed, if we were doing a
Benghazi hearing and the witness said they had been called by President Obama
the day before and you asked, "Did you discuss your testimony today," and they
refused to answer, would you accept that? |don't think you would accept that for a
millisecond. | don't think you would say: That's more than reasonable. Counsel
misinterpreted. We will have him come back at his convenience.

MR. GOWDY: First of all, Adam, you don't have a clue what | would or
would not accept. And | always do find it amazing -- it's a little bit late. Usually
Benghazi comes up before noon; today's it's after 2. If a witness says that "I will
answer the questions, but my lawyer did not prepare me to answer them today,"
then what you are asking this witness to do is to proceed without counsel and/or ask
the lawyer to commit legal malpractice. Now, .let’s be really clear, Adam, about
what you are asking himto do. You are asking him to testify without.the advice of
counsel or with a malpracticing counsel. You and | can disagree with the way he
interpreted the letter, Adam. ' |

MR. SCHIFF: We just took a half-hour break to vote, long enough time for
counsel to ask his client whether they are going to answer the question ornot. We
are talking about a conversation that took place yesterday.

MR. GOWDY: Letme ask you: Is this the only question that you are going
to ask about his life as a private citizen? Is this the end of the line of questioning?
Did the President talk to you yesterday about your testimony today? s that it?

MR. SCHIFF: No.

MR. GOWDY: Okay.
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MR. SCHIFF: \Ne intend to ask questions that are relevant to our
investigation, which is what you should be doing too, which is what you should be
doing too. You should want to know the answer to that question --

MR. KING: That's why we are asking him back.

MR. SCHIFF: --just as much as we do.

MR. GOWDY: Adam, we are not saying that he is not coming back after .
today. What we are saying - and | happen to disagree with the way his lawyer
interpreted the letter. | think he's wrong. Butl can't fix that now. He prepped him
however he prepped him. What you want him to do is to go forward unprepared.

MR. SCHIFF: This is the same letter that has gone out to every witness.
Okay? But this is the first witness who said -- well, you know, apart from White
House advice, this is the first witness who said: | don't interpret your letter as
allowing questions after | left the campaign, so | am not going to answer them. I'm
not prepared to answer those questions.

MR. GOWDY: That's fine. Take it out on the lawyer. Don't take it out on
the client.

MR. ROONEY: Can we please get back to asking the witness questions?
If he is not prepared to answer them, then | guess -- and my question still stands
with regard to what your understanding is with the majority that if a witness isn't
prepared to answer a question, that you can go out to the press and talk about that
but not what he actually talked. That seems so perverted to our system in this
country that you can actually talk about what he doesn't answer, but you can't talk
about what he does. What is the understanding?

MR. SCHIFF: | will tell you what the understanding is, Mr. Rooney. The

understanding is Mr. Lewandowski should not be able to go on television, as he did
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yesterday, and say, "l am going to answer every question," which is what he said
yesterday, and then come before our committee and refuse to answer very
important relevant questions and ihen leave the impression with the public that he is
being fully cooperative. We are not going to stand for that. And you can. But ]
think your objection really is to the way this committee is behaving being exposed.
That is the objection that you have to our making public when witnesses refuse to
answer and the majority is willing to go along with it. Now, | was very proud of the
committee yesterday because you weren't willing to go along with it.

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Mr. Schiff, | am prepared to answer any question
from my tenure during the Trump campaign from January of 2015 to the day |
departed that. | have prepared meticulously to answer all questions that cover that
18- or 20-month window, where if there was any collusion, cooperation, or
coordination would have taken place during that time. Unfortunately, | did not
prepare for a discussion following my departure of the campaign until today. So |
am here prepared and ready to answer any question that | can answer on your
behalf or anyone else's as it relates to my tenure during that time where | was
employed by the Trump campaign or any preceding entity at that time. | will be
happy to come back and answer additional questions, if you would like me to, to
discuss from the day | left the Trump campaign until today. It will be my pleasure to
do that. But if you give me the privilege of working with counsel to make sure | am
prepared for that, as | have prepared for that 18- to 20-month window leading to
today, that's all | ask for.

MR. ROONEY: [think it's exemplified by the fact that Ms. Speier's first
question was with regard to emails and phone numbers he had during the

campaign. Not emails and phone numbers he has had since, because that wasn't
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what he was prepared for. And that's not what we were prepared to ask him about.
So, if the Trump phone call yesterday, to which | understood that he said that it didn't
have anything to do with what we are doing here today, but you had a

difference -- regardless of whether or not Trey is right, and that's fair game, | don't
understand why, if he is willing to come back, and just as he just said, and testify to
the things he has done since he has been a private citizen, which is totally different
than Steve Bannon, why we can't move forward with what he is prepared to do.
And | still haven't gotten an answer as to what the agreement is with the majority on
what we are allowed to talk about.

MR. CASTRO: Mr. Chairman, can | make a statement for the record?

MR. ROONEY: Yeah.

MR. CASTRO: | think this is a significant question, because, in the worst
case scenario, you have the President of the United States coaching a witness
about his testimony or somehow seeking to influence a witness in his testimony. |
also fail to understand what kind of preparation, in terms of memory, for example,
would be required to answer the question if the event just happened yesterday. |
don't understand preparation to mean time to come up with a good cover story for
something. That's not preparation.

MR. ROONEY: Iflwas his attorney, to be honest with you, it doesn't have to
do with what | remember the phone call being; it would revolve around what the
legal implications would be and whether or not we are ready to deal with that. So it
has nothing to do necessarily with the actual phone call. It has to do with
everything that would cascade after that from what he is responsible for being here
for after he was campaign manager.

MR. CASTRO: Sure. Butyou agree that we are supposed to get to the
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truth. We are supposed to understand, you know, what actually happened. And
then the legal consequences fall from there, whether there are consequences or
not.

MR. KING: And the witness is entitled to have counsel.

MR. CASTRO: He is represented by counsel.

MR. KING: Counsel did not prepare him for that so he would not have
adequate counsel.

MR. CASTRO: Prepare him to just tell the truth?

MR. KING: That is a demagogic statement and you know it. Otherwise,
why bring a lawyer in at all? In that case, you would say no one has to have a
lawyer if they are willing to tell the truth. You know as well as | know what traps are,
what perjury traps are, and again what kind of traps can be brought out. So | think
Mr. Lewandowski is totally within his rights.

MR. SCHIFF: Well, this is no way to conduct an investigation; And as my
colleague said, it is a good way to allow a witness to confer with other witnesses to
get their stories straight. It's not a good way to conduct an investigation. You hold
the gavel. You can make any decision you like, but you have to defend it.

MR. ROONEY: | am happy to defend the fact that we have just spent now
half an hour debating over whether or not he answered your question satisfactorily.
Whether it's satisfactory to you or not, it has once again shown where we are as a
committee and how far we have fallen from where we used to be.

MR. SCHIFF: So there is no doubt, Mr. Rooney: Mr. Lewandowski, in your
conversation with the President yesterday, did the subject of your testimony before
the committee today come up?

MR. CHAVKIN: Again, Congressman Schiff --
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MR. SCHIFF: The fact that he is not willing to answer that question --

MR. ROONEY: Can you let him answer?

MR. CHAVKIN: You need to let me, if | may --

MR. SCHIFF: Yes.

MR. CHAVKIN: --reply to what you just asked. First of all, | really take
great umbrage at the notion that you think any delay here would be to get stories
straight. My client has come in and sworn to tell the truth.  And | know him well
enough that that will be his mission. And all he is asking to do, as Congressman
Gowdy and Congressman King and Congressman Rooney so eloquently said,
better than |, is to have time to prepare with his counsel, which is as God given a
right in this country as telling the truth, is to have that time and then to come back.
There is no privilege invocation. This is just asking for time to prepare.

MR. SCHIFF: Counsel, that's not answering my question.

MR. CHAVKIN: Well, | am telling you that that is the preliminary answer to
your first insinuation. As to your question, | need only reiterate that he is prepared
to talk about --

MR. SCHIFF: That's still not answering my question or Mr. Rooney's.

MR. CHAVKIN: The question that you asked is, what happened in tvhat call?
And we are telling you that he is not prepared --

MR. SCHIFF: Will the reporter please read back my question?

[The reporter read back the record as requested.]

MR. CHAVKIN: So, as | was answering, because you were asking about
the conversation with the President yesterday, we are not prepared to talk -- Mr.
Lewandowski is not prepared to testify about questions that relate to the period after

he left the campaign.
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MR. SCHIFF: Counsel, my colleague is under the impression that the

answer to the question is no, and therefore, there is really no debate here. But |

don't hear you saying that, and | don't hear your client saying anything.

MR. GOWDY: Read the answer. We don't have to wonder. We will get

Mr. Court Reporter to read back the answer. He actually answered it twice.

MR. SCHIFF: No, | don't believe he did.

MR. GOWDY: Well, the record will speak for itself, Adam. You may not

have liked the answer, but he uttered something.

MR. SCHIFF: His counsel's lips moved, but it wasn't an answer.
MR. GOWDY: | disagree.
MR. ROONEY: Mr. Reporter, could you please read back his answer?

MR. GOWDY: If Mr. Lewandowski answered that question either of the

times it was posed, can you read that back for us, Mr. Court Reporter?

MR. ROONEY: This may have been before we recessed.
MR. GOWDY: |t was definitely before we recessed.

MR. SCHIFF: | am talking about the question | just asked.
MR. ROONEY: And we are going to see what he said.

MR. SCHIFF: Mr. Lewandowski didn't say anything when | asked the

question.

MR. GOWDY: The court reporter cannot look for the answer if we keep

talking.

[The reporter read back the record as requested.]

MR. GOWDY: That's an answer, Adam. You may not like that answer.

You may want to ask followup questions. | am not through yet, Adam. |am not

through yet. This is one of the conversations that he had after he became a private
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citizen. We both know there may have been hundreds of them. And you are
going to go through every one of them. So do not misrepresent the record that he
can't recall a single conversation when you are prepared to ask about every damn
one he had.

MR. SCHIFF: Mr. Gowdy, let's ask the witness: Did you mean by that
answer, Mr. Lewandowski, that the subject of your testimony did not come up in
your conversation with the President yesterday?

MR. CHAVKIN: Congressman Schiff, we are going to revert to our prior
answer on that.

MR. SCHIFF: Does that answer your question, Mr. Gowdy?

MR. GOWDY: It actually does. He read it twice, and | understood his
answer to be the subject matter of his testimony today did not come up yesterday
with the President. You are entitled to ask a followup question.

MR. SCHIFF: And 1l have. And | have to clarify that. But, clearly, the
witness does not want to answer that question. He does not want us left with the
impression that you would take from that.

MR. ROONEY: Okay. So what's the deal you have with the majority of
what you can talk about to the press after we leave here? What exactly are we
allowed to discuss with the media with regard to what a witness testifies to or
doesn't?

MR. SCHIFF: This seems to be your preoccupation.

MR. ROONEY: Itis my preoccupation because this is --

MR. SCHIFF: | would rather your preoccupation was getting an answer to
our questions of the committee.

MR. ROONEY: Okay. Reclaiming my time, Counsel, with any questions
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with regard to Mr. Lewandowski's private conversations with anybody after he left
the campaign, will you be prepared to come back and ask questions with regard to
Mr. Lewandowski's interactions with anybody after he became a private citizen at a
future date?

MR. CHAVKIN: Assuming they are relevant to the parameters, yes,
Congressman.

MR. ROONEY: Thank you.

Ms. Speier.

MS. SPEIER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

So you will return to speak with us. Let me just ask you, since it's current
now, who initiated the call yesterday?

MR. CHAVKIN: Congresswoman Speier -

MS. SPEIER: That's unrelated to the content of the conversation that took
place. And | don't want to forget it at a subsequent hearing. So who initiated the
call?

MR. CHAVKIN: Again, | think we are getting into the realm of private
conversations that occurred after Mr. Lewandowski left as campaign manager.
And our prior answer stands on that.

MS. SPEIER: So you will be prepared to answer that question after you
have provided counsel to him, and Mr. Lewandowski will be prepared to answer that
question at a later date?

MR. CHAVKIN: Again, as | said to Congressman Rooney, to the extent any
question you ask is relevant to the parameters of this inquiry, including what you are
asking about, Mr. Lewandowski's current intention is to return and to give you as

much time as you need, within reason, to ask the questions you consider relevant.
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MS. SPEIER: | believe that's a relevant question, so you will be prepared to
counsel him on how he should answer that?

MR. CHAVKIN: Yes, ma'am.

MS. SPEIEI§: Mr. Lewandowski, did you sign a nondisclosure agreement
when you joined the Trump campaign?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | did.

MS. SPEIER: And you realize, of course, that that has no bearing on this
hearing and that you are expected to answer all the questions we ask regardless of
what that agreement stands for?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Yes, ma'am.

MS. SPEIER: Have you been in conversation with the White House
counsel?

MR. CHAVKIN: Again, are you talking about after he left as campaign
manager?

MS. SPEIER: lam.

MR. CHAVKIN: Then it's the same point that we were making before. We
did not prepare for conversations --

MS. SPEIER: Allright. Be prepared to answer that question at a
subsequent hearing.

MR. CHAVKIN: What is the question?

MS. SPEIER: Did Mr. Lewandowski speak with anyone in the White House
Counsel's Office?

MR. CHAVKIN: About?

MS. SPEIER: About his testimony and about the parameters of this

investigation.
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Let's move on then. Were you paid when you were the senior political
adviser to candidate Donald Trump?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Yes.

MS. SPEIER: What were you paid?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: A salary.

MS. SPEIER: And you were paid as a campaign manager as well?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: | was.

MS. SPEIER: What did then-candidate Trump communicate to you about
his principal foreign policy objectives?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: America first.

MS. SPEIER: Did you have any conversations about restoring a more -- a
relationship with Russia that had greater comity, c-o-m-i-t-y?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: To the best of my recollection, the only conversation
we had were the public statements that then-candidate Trump made about having a
potential relationship with Russia to decimate ISIS and ISIL in Syria.

MS. SPEIER: So no references to a better relationship with President Putin
or reducing the sanctions or thawing the relationship?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: To the best of my recollection, we never discussed
the reduction of sanctions. And the conversation as it related to a better
relationship with Russia, again, was the mutual benefit of destroying our mutual
enemy in a foreign country.

MS. SPEIER: So, as you discussed the issue of Russia with the candidate,
how much time would you say you spent discussing that issue?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: One one-hundredth of 1 percent.

MS. SPEIER: So, during the first 6 months that you were both senior
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political adviser and campaign manager, what did you spend your time doing?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Congresswoman, just to clarify, | was senior
campaign -- senior political adviser until the candidate launched the campaign, and
then my position and title changed, just to be clear. So they were not synonymous.
It was a binary - the day he became a candidate, my position changed from senior
political adviser to the campaign manager. Just for a point of clarification.

MS. SPEIER: So, from January to June, you were senior political adviser,
and upon his announcement, you became campaign manager.

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Yes, ma'am.

MS. SPEIER: So, during that first 6 months as senior political adviser, you
spent time doing what?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Potentially preparing a candidate to make a
decision if he was going to formally enter the race. And that would have included
scheduling, staffing, starting to begin the process of looking if it was feasible for him
to have a path to victory.

MS. SPEIER: And did you travel with him during that timeframe?

MR. LEWANDOWSKI: Yes, ma'am.

MS. SPEIER: So how much time would you say you spent with the
candidate?

MR. LEWANDOW